The pathophysiology of ovine trypanosomosis: haematological and blood biochemical changes.
The course of Trypanosoma congolense infection in sheep was followed for 96 days. Infected animals developed fluctuating parasitaemia, macrocytic normochromic anaemia and leucocytosis which was principally a lymphocytosis. Following treatment with the trypanocidal drug, diminazene aceturate at 84 days after infection, the haematological values returned to normal within 12 days. Infected sheep developed hypocholesterolaemia and hypophospholipidaemia leading to a reduction in total serum lipids. This study has shown that sheep infected with T. congolense develop anaemia, the onset of which follows the first wave of parasitaemia. The changes in blood lipids observed in infected sheep appeared to be related to the intensity and duration of parasitaemia.